USSN: 10/010,054 
Amendment and Response to Office Action and 
Petition for One-Month Time Extension 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1. (Original) A spacer suitable for use in separating smooth surfaces of 
adjacent pieces of fragile material, comprising: 

a first foam layer with a tendency to cling to smooth surfaces; and 
bonded to the first foam layer to form a single structure without the use of 
adhesives, laminations, or other bonding agents, a second foam layer having a higher density 
and a lower tendency to cling to smooth surfaces than the first foam layer. 

2. (Original) The spacer of claim 1, further comprising a release layer 
adjacent to the first foam layer, wherein the release layer is removed from the first foam 
layer prior to use. 

3. (Original) The spacer of claim 2, wherein the release layer is a silicone- 
treated, gloss-surfaced carrier sheet. 
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4. (Original) The spacer of claim 1, wherein the first and second foam layers 
are formed from a flexible, polyvinylchloride foam plastisol. 

5. (Original) The spacer of claim 1, wherein the first foam layer has a density 
of about 8-15 lb/ft 3 . 

6. (Original) The spacer of claim 1, wherein the second foam layer has a 
density of about 25-35 lb/ft 3 . 

7. (Original) The spacer of claim 1, wherein an exposed surface of the second 
foam layer is embossed to impart a rough texture. 

8. (Currently Amended) The spacer of claim 1, wherein the first and 
second foam layers have are different colors. 

9. (Withdrawn) A method for forming a multi-density foam structure, 
comprising: 

applying a first liquid to a carrier sheet and allowing the first liquid to gel into 

a first layer; 
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applying a second liquid onto the first layer and allowing the second liquid to 
gel into a second layer; and 

curing the first and second layers in the presence of heat to form a single 
structure with a first foam layer and a second foam layer having a higher density than the 
first foam layer. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, further comprising applying heat to 
expedite gelling of the first and second liquids. 

11. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, further comprising embossing an 
exposed surface of the second foam layer to impart a rough texture. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, wherein the first and second foam layers 
are formed from a flexible, polyvinylchloride foam plastisol. 

13. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, wherein the first foam layer has a 
density of about 8-15 lb/ft 3 and the second foam layer has a density of about 25-35 lb/ft 3 . 
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14. (Withdrawn) A method for forming a multi-density foam structure suitable 
for use in separating smooth surfaces of adjacent pieces of fragile material, comprising: 

applying a first liquid to a carrier sheet; 

heating the carrier sheet with the first liquid to a first temperature to cause the 
first liquid to gel to form a first layer; 

applying a second liquid onto the first layer to form a second layer; and 
heating the carrier sheet, the first layer, and the second layer to a second 
temperature to cause fusion of the first and second layers to form a single structure with a 
first foam layer and a second foam layer having a higher density than the first foam layer. 

15. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, further comprising embossing an 
exposed surface of the second foam layer to impart a rough texture. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the first temperature is at least 
about 280T but less than about 350°F. 

17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the second temperature is 
approximately 460-5 10°F. 
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18. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the first and second foam 
layers are formed from a flexible, polyvinylchloride foam plastisol. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the first foam layer has a 
density of about 8-15 lb/ft 3 and the second foam layer has a density of about 25-35 lb/ft 3 . 
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PETITION FOR ONE-MONTH TIME EXTENSION 

Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), Applicant hereby petitions that the period for responding 
to the Office Action mailed on July 2, 2004 be extended for one month, up to and including 
November 2, 2004 . Enclosed is a check to cover the appropriate fee for this extension under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17. The undersigned attorney believes no further fees are due; however, the 
Commissioner is authorized to debit deposit account no. 11-0855 to the extent necessary if 
fees are due. 
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